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Shivaji and his descendants held the
deities, Bhavani and Mahabaleshwar, in
great veneration, and sent annually, valu-
able offerings and presents to the temples
at Pratapgad and Mahabaleshwar. Raja
Shahu, on his return from the Mogul
court, paid a visit to these temples in I/I2,
and took considerable interest in their
improvement. After the death of Raja
Shahu in 1749, his ministers, the Peshwas,
established themselves independently at
Poona, and his descendants were confined
in the fortress at Satara as the shadows
of a great house. The hills of Mahabale-
shwar and Pratapgad were under the siibha
of JaolL The fort of Pratapgad was used
by the Peshwas as a political prison, where
they had kept Sakharam Bapu Bokil as a
state-prisoner in 17/9. It may be remarked
here that the ancestor of this man, Pantoji
Gopinath, took a prominent part in the
tragedy of Afzul Khan's death, exactly 120
years before. On the downfall of the
Peshwa's rule in 1818, the fort was taken
by the British Government into their
possession, and the hills of Mahabaleshwar
were included in the territory, which was
restored to Shivaji's descendant, Raja
Pratap Sing of Satara. It must be said to
the credit of the British Government that